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ON THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Question. Wat evidence is 
there, that the scriptures of tke 
Old and New Testaments are the 
word of God ? Or, that God did 
inspire and move holy men of eld 
to write’ such an history, law, 
and rule of faith and practice for 
mankind, as the Bible is? 

Answer. Tf we should allow,. 
that God has not yet given us 
his word, as a history, law, and 
rule of life ; and he should, now, 
or hereafter, give it to us ; is it 
not reasonable to. conclude, that it. 
would be just such a book as the 
Bible is ? 3 

Would it not begin as the Bi- 
ble does, with an history of the 
work of God, in creation? No 
book in the world begins like 
this. —“* Jn the beginning God creat- 
ed the heavens, and the earth,”?— 
And none but God the Creator of 
all things, or those who were mov- 
ed or instructed by. him, could 
ever have known this, or given a 
tgue history of the origins effects, 
and progress of this, his work of 
creation. Unless God had re- 
vealed this unto usin his word, 
no man ever could have known 
how, orby whom; creation was 
begun. 


1f.God had not done this; and 
should now give us his word, 
would it not, (if I may use.a po- 
litical term) contain a bill of 
Rights; or.a declaration of his 
Rights as God, the Creator of all 
things! ,Would it not contain a 
revelation of his. Being, character, 
attributes, and glory ? ? He has be- 
ing, or existence, in, and of him- 
self, independantly of ang other ; 
without beginning, or end. He 
is Omnipotent ; that is all power- 
ful, and nothing is impossible for’ 
hies to do, even by the word of 
his power $ or only decreeing that 
any thing shall exist. ‘“ He spake 
and it was done.’”? He is Omni- 


cient ; that is he knows all beings 


and. things, past. present and to 
come, He is Omnipresent ; thatis 
every where present. ‘ His eyes 
are in every place, beholding the 
evil, and the good.” ‘These are 
what we call the natural perfec- 
tions of God. 

As to his moral attributes, 
‘“* He is holy, just, and good.”— 
Or, they may be summed up in 
these other three words, ** God is 
love.” Let me here enquire of 


our reasoners against the Bible; 
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whether they believe in such a 
God asthis? Or whether their 
reason teaches them that these 
are the natural and moral perfeéc- 
tions of the true God ? If so, then 
our reason agrees so far with 
re Bible, and as you never could 
ave obtained these ideas of God, 
uaiess he had revealed them to 
you, in the Bible, let your reason 
wiso couvinee you, that tt rs the 
of God. 
lfhe were now to give us his 
your reason teaches you, 
as well as the works of creation, 
that he wontd therein reveal him- 
it ginfaite, in his power, 
holiness, jastice, goodness, and 
ruth, Buc this is taught much 
more fully and clearly 1a the Bi- 
ble, erat 4 itis by reason, and the 
reation. Andthese a- 
oae, without the Bible, never 
would have taught us the true 
character and pertections of God; 
herefore tt must be his werd. 

Astothe mode, or manner of 
his existence, we are wholly de- 
penden! on revelation, for a 
knowledge of it. Our reason 
and the works of creation, never 
could teach us, that God does ne- 
cessarily exist in three persons, 
the Father, the Son, and the Ho. 
ly Ghost; aad yet but one God. 

And ifhe should give us his word, 

he would undoub: edly reveal 
this, which ts revealed in the Bi- 
ble. which, therefore, must be 
his word, 

\gain; if he should give us 
his word, he would undoubtedly 
Siew wus eretoess wh at was his 

and wlrimate object, in cre- 
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mate object ‘of all their pursuits. 
But this, the great end of all 
God’s works of creation, and of 
providence, is fully revealed, i 

the Bible, and no where else ;— 
therefore, it is his word and law. 

Your reason teaches, that man- 
kind are moral agents, capable of 
moral goyernment, or govern- 
ment by moral law; and, that 
these perfections of God do neces- 
sarily require him to give law to 
his rational creatures. And that 
fhe has done this, or should do 
it hereafter, he would certainly 
hold up to view their obligations 
to himas his creatures, accord- 
ing to his glorious perfections on 
the one hand, and their natural a- 
bilities as moral acents,on the oth- 

And also, their obligations to 
each other. And this is so per- 
fectly revealed, in the Bible, as 
no being in the universe but God 
himself could do it. And in 
view of the Bible, as being his 
law-boock, he says, in all parts 
of it, “I am _ the Lord, thy 
God. Thou shalt love the Lord, 
thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbour us thyself. On 
these two commands hang all the 
law and the prophets.” 

‘Fhese rights of God, 2 and our 
neighbour ; and our obligations 
to him, and to each other, never 
could have been revealed or 
known to any created being, un- 
less God had revealed them. And 
such a system of perfectly good 
and holy laws and ordinances, as 
are coutained inthe Bible, never 
could have been written, or even 
thought of by any maz, unless it 
was revealed to him by God.— 
Tt must, therefore, be his word 
and law. 

Moreover ; if God had not al- 


ready given;-and should now 
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give us his word, is it not reason- 
able to conclude thgt he would 
therein make known to men, how 
they were made at first, and of 
what they were made ; and 
whether capable of moral gov- 
ernment, by law; and whether 
the first had any law given them, 
ornot. And if they had a law, 
or rule of life given them, what it 
was; and whetherthey were, at 
first, made holy, or not ; and if 
holy, whether they continued 
holy, and are, with their posterity, 
confirmed in a state of holiness ; 
or, whether they have fallen into 
sin, and are with their whole pos- 
terity, by nature, all in a state of 
depravity and ruin? And if all 
have sinned, wkether they are left 
to perish in their sins, or God is 


reconcilable to them, and can be 


glorified in their salvation—and 
if he can, by what way and 
means he will save them—and 
what they must do in order to be 
saved—and whether he can, and 
will save all men, or only a part— 
and what their salvation will con- 
sistin; and what will be the ulti- 
mate end of all things, &c. 

But all these things, and every 
thing else, in which mankind 
need to be instructed, are contain- 
ed inthe Bible. The primitive 
state of holiness, and the present 
sinful state of all mankind, by na- 
ture, and the way of salvation, by 
repentance and faith in the aton- 
ing blood of Christ, whom God 
hath sent, and who ts come *to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost,’”? is revealed im the Bible.— 
There it is revealed, ‘That all 
things were created by,’ and 
for Christ—that he is the bright- 
ness of the Father’s glory—that 
he was God—is head over all 
things to the church—that “ naw 
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unto principalities and powers, 
might be known, by the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God.” 
And thus, that a display of the 
glory of God, even the bright- 
ness of his glory, in raising up a 
glorious church, by Christ, out 
of the ruins of the fall, by which 
he will destroy the works of the 
devil, make anend of sin, and 
overrule the wrath of man, and 
allevil for good—for the glory of 
God, and the general, the publick, 
or the best good of created be- 
ings, was the end of creation. 

All these things, and much 
more, the Bible reveals ; which 
are matters of the greatest im- 
portance, even oi infinite import- 
ance to mankind, and which they 
never could otherwise have 
known, or thought of ; and so, 
not one soul, would ever have 
been saved by Christ, unless he 
had revealed them to us, in the 
Bible. 9 Therefors, beyond ail 
dispute, the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments are the 
word and law of God. And all 
those who deny and reject them, 
are ina state of death, and have 
no hope. 

Those, therefore, who are ad- 
vocates for reason, and the works 
of creation, as a sufficient rule of 
life, and thereby reject the Bibie, 
are greatly blinded, and incon- 
sistent ; because this is perfectly 
agreeabie to reason. And if rea- 
son was indeed their rule, they 
never would reject it. 

Does reason teach them that 
God would make such a world 
as this, and fill it with rational, 
moral agents, from aye to age, 
all acting for aneternity of happi- 
ess, or misery; and yet never 
give them any law, or rule ot 
life? But, if theBib leis not the 
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word and law of God, then it is 
certain that °we have none; and 
are allleft to perish in our sins, 
without law, and without gospel. 
But, to suppose this, is not only 
deism, but atheism. It is cer- 
tainly an implicit denial of the 
being of a God, for, as all deists 
depy Christ the Son of God, and 
honor him not as God,‘ so also 
they do thereby deny, and give 
no honour to God ‘the Father.— 
This they would see and know, 
if they had not rejected the Holy 
Scriptures ;° which ‘plainly ‘de- 
clare, “ That he which honoreth 
not the Son, horioreth not the 
Father which hath sent him.”— 
It is certainly true, as a late au- 
thor observes, ** Our modern in- 
fidels are deists in theory, pa- 
gans in inclination, and atheists 
In practice.* © © 

And now, to ehsecen these 
truths im the clearest manner ; 
and furnish even the weak and 
feeble-minded with unanswerable 
arguments against the deists, and 
auflord conviction to them, I 
would reduce all to particular 
heads of argument. ° 

1. As all deists appear to be 
desirous of being thought great 
reasoners, we would reason with 
them thus : It appears to us as 
certain that the Bible is the word 
of God, as it is that ‘there is a 
God, in existence ; because that 
without him, as the author, such 
a book could not have existed. — 
No other being could possibly 
know and describe ‘his being, 
character, and works; and the 
obligations which all are under 
to him, and to each other, as 
they are described in that book. 

2 If tne Bible is not the word 
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of God, then he has given no law, 
or infallible rule of life, and 
faith to mankind, nor pointed out 
any way by whichthey may be 
saved ; butall are left to perish, in 
their sins. But the being and per- 
fections of a God, who is the ma- 
ker of all men—of all moral a- 
gents ; renders it impossible that 
he should not give them law, and 
exercise government over them 
thereby. You, reasoners against 
the Bible, and all who have rea- 
son and common sense, do know, 
thateven in civil matters, the 
idea of a king, a governor, or any 
civil ruler, without some law, or 
rule prescribed to govern the peo- 
ple by, is absurd. So, likewise, 
to pretend that you believe there 
isa God, and yet that he has 
given‘no law, nor rule by which 
his creatytés are to walk, and by 
which they may obtain his favor, 
is equally absurd. But, in the 
Bible, God has indeed “ written 
unto us the great things of his 
law,” 

If it is here objected, that ou 
reason, without the scriptures, 
are the rule, winch God has giv- 
en us to walk by ; I answer, why 
then 1s not reason sufficient for 
civil rulers to govern by, without 
any law? Reason, conscience, 
and judgment, in such deprav- 
ed creatures aS we are, is so far 
from being a sure guide, that dif- 
ferent men, and even the same 
men at different times, are led to 
very different and opposite deeds. 
Paul, when he was a wicked Phare 
isee, and many others, had ss 
warped and corrupted their con- 
sciences, aS not to be condemned 
by them, in any thing which 
their wicked hearts inclined them 
to do against Christ. He says, 
“Tverily thought that I ought 
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to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth.” In 
all their persecutions of Christ, 
and his disciples, many of them 
acted agreeable to their de- 
praved reason, conscience, and 
i udgment ; and verily thought 

they did God service. But, when 
their hearts were renewed and en- 
lightened by the Spirit of Christ, 


they acted agreeably to reason, 


and to scripture also, when they 
forzook all to follow him. There. 
fore, the reason, the conscience, 
or the judgment of depraved sin- 
ners, is not a safe and sure guide: 
but they are in perishing need of 
some jaw, and unerring rule by 
which to regulate their conduct; 
and this rule must be the Bible, 
or else we have none. 

3. Although, the great myste- 
ry of Godliness, contained in the 
Scriptures, never could have been 
Giscovered by reason alone, unas- 
sisted by revelation: yet, when 
thus revealed, it is perfectly agree- 
able to reason, and this is another 
argument that the Bible is from God. 
‘There is no doctrine contained in 
the Bible—in this great mystery 
of Godliness, that ts contrary to 
ight reason. ‘lherefore, the rea- 
son of every man, if not biinded 
by a depraved and wicked heart, 
would lead himto receive the 
Bible as the word of God. 

4. The Scriptures gre the word 
of God, because he does in millions 


ofinstances, exert his almighty 


power, to make men believe them, 
and to form their hearts to love 
andobey them; without which 
men always do, hate and oppose 
them, as they do hate and eppese 
God himself. But, ifthe Scrip- 
tures were a lie, and not the word 
of God, then every exertion of his 
power to cause men to helieye 
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them, and to make them think 
they are true, would be coun- 
teracting the truth himself, and 
destroying his own kingdom.— 
Therefore, as it 1s “‘ impossible for 
God to lie*;’’ so, when he forms 
the hearts of his enemies, to love 
and obey the scriptures, it is an 
invincible argument that they are 
his word. 

5. The same almighty power is 
exerted to preserve theBible from 
destruction, by the rage and fury 
of wicked men ; without which, 
every one would long before now, 
have been destroyed from the 
earth. For, the hearts of all 
men by nature, as we see by their 
practice, as well as by the scrip- 
tures, are wholly unreconciled to 
God, and to all the leading doc- 
trines of divine revelation. There- 
fore, 

6. Your reason, and experi- 
ence, both teach you, that wicked 
men could not, and would not be 
the authors of such a book as the 
Bible is ; because it is contrary 
to every feeling of their hearts. — 
And if they should undertake to 
write a bible, or system of doc- 
trines, it would certainly be agree. 
able to their own hearts ; and 
perhaps be called “ Oracles of 
reason; or the Age of reason ;” 
in direct opposition to the Bible. 
‘Therefore, this holy book was 
not written by wicked men, but 
by good men, inspired by God, 
and is therefore his word. For, 

7. Rgason also teaches, that 
holy men could not write the Bi- 
ble, and say, thus saith the Lord, 
and that they spake by inspiration 
of God, if they did not; for this 
would be inconsistent with any 
goodness or truth in them.— 
Therefore, it must be, as the scrip- 

tures say, that © holy men of God 
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spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost,” and thus the * Bi- 
ble is given by inspiration of 
God,” and so must be his word 
and will. 

8. Those who wrote the Bible, 
all came with evident tokens that 
they had a missipn from God.— 
Many, if not all of them, did evi- 
dently prove that they were sent 
of God, by the mitacles which 
they were enabled to do in his 
name, Thus Moses, the Proph- 
ets, and Apostles, were confirm- 
ed in their mission from God, 
“ by signs following.”” And, does 
not reason teach you, that if God 
has given us his law, or should 
now give it ; he would thus con- 
firm it with miraculous signs, 
that all may be assured that it is 
indeed hisword? And, because 
the Lord did thus work with 
those who have given us the 
Scriptures, and confirm their 
word, by signs following as they 
say he did, then what they said 
must be the word of God. For, 
when they spaxe in his name, he 
could not thus confirm their 
word, by enabling them to do 
miracles in his name, if he had 
not sent them to speak and to 
write these things for the benetit 
of mankind. 

9. Reason teaches us, that the 
Bible is the word of God, because 
the whole series of providences, 
and events almost from the be- 
ginning of the world to this time, 
are evidently a fulfilment of 
scripture prophecy. From the 
beginning, the scriptures declare 
what the end shali be. So that 
we on’whom the ends of the 
world are come, may easily see, 
that all things are now working 
exactly according to the predic. 
tions in the Bible. The prophe- 
cies of Christ, with all the cir. 
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of the Scriptures. (June, 
cumstances of his birth, life, death 
and resurrection ; the dispersion, 
and present state of the Jews; 
the rise and fall of antichrist ; and 
all other things, could not be 
foreknown, and foretold thou- 
sands of years beforehand, unless 
that God who manages all these 
things 3, and “ worketh all th ings, 
after the counsel of his own will, & 
had revealed to these prophets 
what he had decreed should 
come to pass, and directed them 
what to write, speak, and foretell. 
And, since Christ Jesus, the creat 
prophet of God, of whom all the 
prophets did write, has actually 
come, according to their predic- 
tions, and was confirmed in his 
mission, by working miracles 
and by a voice from he aven, and 
by fulfilling the predictions of all 
the ancient prophets; so, the 
whole scriptures, bot the Old 
and New Testaments, are confirm- 
ed tobe the word of God with 
power. ‘The ancient prophecies, 
and their exact fulfilment before 
our eyes, thousands of years after. 
wards, isa greater proof that the 
Bible is the word of God, than if 
all had been spoken by an audi- 
ble voice from heaven. T hus, 
Peter, speaking of the voice which 
came to Christ from heaven, says, 
‘“we have a more sure word of 
prophecy.” ‘The harmony and 
agreement of the scriptures with 
themselves, and the different wri- 
ters with each other; all written 
upon one theme, and breathing 
forth the same spirit; ts a clear 
proof that their author is God, 
and that this is his holy word.— 
In any other view, it 1s impossible 
to believe, that such a number of 
men, should all agree in one e- 
vent and the particular circuin- 
stances of bringing it to pass. 


10. It is reasonable to conclude 
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that such an holy and benevolent 
being as God, certainly would 

rive us such a book as the Bible 

, because of our great need of 
ath 2 law, rule, and guide.— 
Without such arevelation from 
God, pointing out his benevolent 
purposes towards lost men, and a 
way of salvation through the a- 
toning blood of Christ, all must 
perish in their sins, and were 
madeinvain. But now, it is re- 
vealed, in the word of truth, that 
‘the Son of man is come to seek 
and to cave that which was lost ; 
that God has been manifested in 
the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
preached to the yentiles, believed 
oninthe world, received up into 
glory.” And there is now, “peace 
with God, through our Lord Je- 
cus Christ,” to all such as believe 
inhim. ‘* He is our peace.”’— 
And he says, ** There is no peace 


to the w ill who reject, a and do. 


not love, nor belreve in him.” 
‘Tfanv man love notthe Lord Je- 
as Christ, let him be anathama, 
maranatha. He that believeth 
- but he that be- 
ieveth n att oe damn ned.” 
Therefore, all mankind, who 
hat they love God, the Fa- 
il chines—the living and 
true God, and have made th 2 
peace with him; while they d 
ny tne bit ste, and have no a 
phy ; but can lightly speak e- 
lof him, blasphemng his name, 
ny know wan certainty, that 
i ron 1g and fatal delu- 
clic a lie, that - they 
may be damned, unless they re- 
ceive the Bible as the word of 
n Christ, who 
the way, the site and the 
lie. “* Pheveis none other name 
iven under heaven among men, 
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ing need of the scriptures as their 
guide, by which it is made certain, 
«That no mancomethto the Fa- 
ther,’ or ever made his peace 
with God, “* but by,” and through 
Christ “the Son.”? And he that 
denieth the Son, the same hath 
not the Father. For he that hon- 
oureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father, which hath sent him. 
And no man knoweth the Father 
but the Son, and he to whom the 
the Son will reveal him.”” This 
is the benevolent counsel and 
word of God ; and all who reject 
it, are in danger of perishing in 
their sins. For without believ- 
ing on Christ, they have no peace 
with God, but are enemies to him, 
and are going down the broad 
road to destruction, with a liein 
their right hand. The father of 
lies has taken possession of their 
hearts, and stripped them of ail 
their armour and weapons of de. 
fence. The Holy Scriptures, 
which are the word of God are 
the sword of the Spirit, or a 
** Great chain of truth,” by which 
Satan may be effectually resisted 
and bound. But, every deist, 
who rejects the bible, and all who 


neglect it, have met satan their 


great enemy, and upon his de- 
mand, have resigned their sword, 
their chain, their compass, and 
ali their armour of defence into 
his hand; and he is using it for 
their destruction. They are like 
a mariner distracted with se!f- 
conceit, who vainly imagines that 
by reason, without his compass, 
he can stear his course through 
the wide ocean, and so casts away 
his compass, and his reason with 
it. But-it cannot be long before 
the deluded man willhave occa- 
sion to repent of his folly. For 
wheninthe midst of the ocean 
and neither land, sun, moon not 
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stars appear, and destitute of his 
compass, and reason too, there is 
little, or no hope, but all must be 
lost. And this is indeed, the des- 
perate condition of all deists, and 
all who reject, or neglect the Bi- 
ble. 

_They are boasting themselves 
of being governed by reason, 
while they are really distracted ; 
and are laughing atthe great mys- 
teries of Godliness contained in 
the Biblé, whilst they are every 
moment in danger of eternal 
damnation, for rejecting them. 

11. Dota not reagon teach you 
anddo you not know. that the 
church of God has always been 
built upon the scriptures—Upon 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophersJesusChrist himself being 
the chief corner stone? And that 
the bible therefore, is his word ? 

When we consider this, and 
se¢how evidently the power of 
God has been’always employed, 
in preserving his church, and the 
Scriptures, on which it is built, 
against all the rage of her ene- 
mies, as a bush in the midst of de- 
vouring fire and not consumed ; 
we have the most conclusive ev1- 
dence that the Bible, and the 
church too, are both from God. 


Especially is itso, when we é¢on- 


sider that the preservation of the 
church of God, and of the scrip- 
tures On which it is built, is 
much the subject of scripture 
prophecy; and to outwaad ap- 
pearance, an event most unlikely 
totake place. | 

God never could have owned 
and preserved the church as his 
people, and the scriptures, on 
which it is built, if they werea 
lie, and not the word, of God, as 
the church has always maintain- 
ed. But, 


12, And lastly, I call up the 
reasoning deists,to witness against 
themselves, and to prove the scrip- 
tures to be the word of God. He 
has foretold you in the Bible, that 
such men should arise, in opposi- 
tiontothe scriptures—~“‘ Men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concern- 
ing the faith, who shall not endure 
sound doctrine.’ ‘There is no 
book, on earth, that wicked men 
so much oppose as they do the 
Bible. ‘The opposition which has 
been made against the Alcoran, 
Oracles’ of reason, Age of rea- 
son: &c. is nothing to what has 
been made against the Bible.— 
But, your strength consisted in sit- 
ting stilt. If you had done this, 
and no opposition had ever been 
made to it, as it foretoid, it would 
have proved it not to be true.— 
But now, in fulfilling the proph- 
ecies of scripture, you are swift 
witnesses against yourselves,—« 
And all that is done, and every 
word that is spoken against the 
Bible, is continual, and undenia- 
ble proof, that it is the word and 
truth of God. 

And since reason teaches us. 
that God mutt give law to his ra- 
tional creatures, and that we 
stand in the greatest need of it; 
and that if he should give us his 


“law, it would be just such a book 


as the bible is, and be given with 
the most evident tokens that the. 
men who wrote it were inspired 
of God ; and as the whole series 
of his providential government of 
the world, is ina measure, a fulfil. 
ment of scripture prophecies ; 
therefore, let your reasoning fac- 
ulties be employed no more a- 
gainst the bible; but lead you to 
conclude, with certainty, and 
with pleasure, that there is a great 
cloud of unanswerable witnesses, 
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and yourselves among the rest, 
that the Scriptures of the old 
and new Testament, are indeed, 
and in truth, the word of the liv- 
ing and true God. | 

We do not mean that God 
spake every word inthe Bible. 
But he spake much of it to his 
cervants the prophets ; and some 
by a voice from heaven ; andeven 
in thunder and lightning from 
Mount Sinai, he delivered the ten 
commandments, and wrote them 
on tables of stone. Some are 
the words of good men ; and some 
of wicked men, and of devils.— 
But holy men of God, were mov- 
ed by his holy Spirit, to write 
such a book, such an _ history, 
such a system of doctrines, laws, 
and ordinances. In this sense it 
is the word of God. Andit is 
an invaluable treasure. ‘The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting 
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the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is stire, making wise the 
simple. The statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart : the 
commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes: They 
are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation, through faith in Christ 
Jesus:” Nothing is, or possibly 
can be better fitted to promote 
morality, to reform, to awaken, to 
convict and to convert sinners 
from the error of their ways, 
and to promote the best good of 
mankind, And therefore, every 
person male and female, old and 
young, who is possessed of reason, 
and acts under the governing in- 
fluence of well peigclated reason, 
will certainly receive the Bible, 
as the unerring, and infallible or- 
acle, law, and word, of the one,: 
only living and true God. 
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Miscellany. : 


Messrs. Editors, 


In an old Theological Magazine, i have réad the following with great sat. 
'sfaction :—Presuming that it will be gratifying to most of your readers, 
i tratismit it for publicatio#, in the Adviser. 


MEMOIRS @F MR- STUDLEY, 


Extracted from Gillies’ 


Orv Mr. Studley was a law- 
yer in Kent, of about £400 a year, 
Fie was 2 great enemy to the 
power of religion, and a-hater of 
those, that were then called Puri- 
tans. His son followed his steps, 
until the Lord called him home, 
4s followeth. The young man 
was at London, and being drunk 
in company, and going late at 
nisht to his ledgings, fell into a 


R 


¢ 
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cellar, and in the fall was seized 
with horror ; for he thought he 
fell into hell. Ir pleased God, 
he took little harm, but lay there, 
some time, in a drunken drowse, 
his body being heated with what 
he drank, and his sou! awakened, 


he thought he was actually in 


hell. 


After he was come to himself, 
and had returned hometo Kent, 
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he fell into melar choly, betook 
himself to read and study the 
scripfures, and to much prayer ; 
which, at length his father per- 
ceived, and oa aring be would turn 
tBFtan, was Mit boar and dealt 
roughly with his, made him dress 
his horzes, which he hembly and 
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his son at prayers, wa3 angry, and 
nt him away. Then, Mr. Stud- 
ios having interest in a person of 
honour, a lady at Whitehall, and 
his son, now by his education, ac- 
complished fer such an employ. 
ment, prevailed with her to take 
him for her gentleman, to wait up- 
on her in her coach. The father 
ought, by a court life, to drive 
away his n elancholy, (as he cail- 
ed his seriousness 19 religion. )— 
‘Lhe lady had many servante, 
some given to swearing and rude. 
ness, Whom this young gentleman 
would take upon him to reprove, 
with that prudence and gravity, 
tht sin fell down before him.— 
if any of the servants were ill-em- 
ployed, and keard him coming, 
they woull say, let us cease, or 
becone, Mir. Studley 1s coming. 
Afier a year’s time, his father 
waited on the lady, to inquire of 
hisson’s behavior. She answered 
as it was, that she was glad she 
had seen his son, he had wrought 
a mighty teformation, im her fam- 
ily. She that had formerly been 
troubled with e@nrul~* servants, 
ov his prudent carriage, was now 
as Quiet in her bouse, as if she had 
lived in a private family, -in the 
couniry. Upon receiving this in- 
formation, the father stormed ; 
what, will he make Puritans in 
Whitehall ? He told the lady that 
was no piace for his son, that he 
would take dian with bim, which, 
to her trouble, he did. © When he 
had him.at home, in Kent, as his 
last refa: ge, he thought of marry- 
ing him, aud to this end, found 
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their horses, and himself, to wait 
on them. When they were rid- 
ing on the way, he bade the ser- 
vant ride before, and spoke to his 
con to this purpate: ** Son, you 
have been matter of great oricf 
to me, and having used ' mech 
means to reclaim you from this 
Way, you are in, to no purpese, i 
have one more remedy to apniy, 
in which, it youcomply with me, 
I shali settle my estate upon you, 

else you shall sey edtind tve a eroat 
of it. iam riding to such a a ven- 
tleman’s house, to whose daugh- 
ther I intend to marry you.” 
The son said little, knowing that 
family to be profane, but went 
with his father, who before had 
made waythere. They were em 
tertained nobly ; he had a sight 
at the young lady; a great beau- 
ty, and fell much in love with 
her. When they had taken their 
leaves, and were on their way 
home, the father asKed the son, 
what he theught of the young me 
dy ? He answered, ‘“*no man liv- 
ing but must be taken with such 
an one ; he feared she would not 
like him.” ‘The father was glad 
it had taken, bid him take ro care 
‘The wooing was not 
long : at three weeks end, they 
went to London, to buy things 
for the wedding. 

The father had charged, that 
in time of wooing. at the “house of 
the lady’s father, there should be 
no swearing, nor debauchery, lest 
his son should be discouraged. 
Weading clothes were bought, 
and the * day came ; 
couple were quarried: At the 

edding dinner, at the young 
lady’: father’s house, ‘the mask 
was taken off ; they fell to drink- 
ing healths, and swearine among 
their cups; atid, amongst ethers, 
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ue Ce Vi os Anat ed 
tne orice Sworc oath $s at Wh 4 
* 1 


the bride-vroom,. 25 aman amaz- 


- * 
ed, rose from the table, stepred 


to yx AN ay bg TMLIS SCT Vets ry af} 
were busy witha; ben nounte :d 
? 


eT ts IN 
ANC 4 Troge AW a Vv. “t Ki “UY 2} g wi} iar 


todo. Tie bowaued ] imsell, as 
i“ a uy ‘ 
indone, and deservedly ; for that 


wit aita Ribad 
Ee 461 Ras ort) ath & a ee 
he had been so taken in lore, and 


t! : } tod 
mA , ce r Srecest >» em 
the business so hurried; 


9 Se ee | § 
3 Oe a a a 
Sign 5. he Said i7@ nad, at that 


time, restrained prayer, and slack- 
ened his communion with Gee, 
when, a3 in that crand affair cf 
his life, he should have been 
doubly and trebiy serious ; and 
so might thank himself, that he 
was utterly undone. He opie 
times thought of ridmg quite 
way : at last, being among the e 
woods, he led his Horse into a sol- 
liary place, tied himtoa tree, i in 
his distress, and betock himseif 
to praver and tears, in which he 
spent the afternoon. ‘he provi- 
cence of Grd had altered his ar- 
eument of prayer, which was now 
tor the conversion cf his new mar- 
ried wife, or he wa3 undone.— 
This he pressed with tears a great 
part of the afternoon, and did not 
rive from prayer without goed 
hope. of being heard. 

Atthe bride house was hurry 
enough; horse and man, (at‘er 
they missed the bridegroom ) they 
cent every way. No news of 
him: he was wrestling, as Jacoh 
once was at Pentel. In the eve. 
ning he returned home, and in- 
quirinz where his bride was, 
went up to her, found her in her 
cham her, pensive enough ; she 
asked him, “ if he had dore we!] 
to expose herto scorn and deris- 
10%, ail the day ?” He intreated 
her to set down unon a couch 


there by him, and Le would give 
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heram account of what he had 
been doing, and tell her the story 
of his whole life, and what the 
Lord, through grace, had done 
for him. 

He went over the story here 
above mentioned, with many 
beautiful particulars, with great 
affection and tears, the floodgates 
of which had been opened in the 
wood, and often in thé relation 
would say, through grace, God 
did so and so for me. When he 
had told her his story, she asked 
him, what he meant by that word 
so often used in the relation of 
his life, “through grace,” so ig- 
norantly had she been educated ; 
and asked him, if he thought there 
was no grace in God for her, who 
was so wretched a stranger to 
God. Yes, my dear, said he, 
there is grace for thee and that I 
have been praying for this day, 
in the wood, and God hath heard 
my prayer, and seen my tears: 
let us now go together to him a- 
boutit. Then they kneeled down 
by the couch side, and he prayed, 
and such weeping and supplica- 
tion was there on both sides, that 
when they were called down to 
supper, they had hardly eyes to see 
with, so swelled were they with 
weeping. At supper, the bride’s 
father according to his custom 
swore. ‘The bride immediately 
said, “father, I’ beseech you, 
swear not.” At which the bride- 
groom’s father, ina rage, rose 
from the table ; what, says he is 
the devilinhim! Hathhe made 
his wife, a Puritan already ? and 
swore bitterly, that he would rath- 
er set fire, with his own hands, to 
the four corners of his fair built 
ee than ever he should enjoy 

; and accordingly he did; for 
st Ee he made his will he gave 
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his son, when he should die, ten 
pounds to cut off his claim, and 
gave his estate to several persons, 
of whom a Dr. Reeves was one ; 
anc not long after died. 

Dr. Reeves sent for the gentle- 
man, paid him his ten pounds, 
told him he had been a rebellious 
son, and had disobliged his father, 
and might thank himself. He 
received the money, and meekly 
departed. 

His wife, the match was so hud- 
dled up, had no portion promis- 
ed, at least that he knew of, so 
that she was also deserted by her 
friends, only having two hun- 
dred pounds in her hands, that 
had been given her by a grand- 
mother, with which they stocked 
a farm in Sussex, where the wri- 
ter of thece memoirs hath often 
been, and seen her, who had been 
highly bred, in her red waistcoat, 
milking her cows: and was now 
beceme the great comforter and 
encourager of her husband, ex- 


ceedingly cheerful. God, said . 


she, hath had mercy upon me, 
and any pains, 1 can take, are 
pleasant. | 

Thus they lived some years 
with much comiort, and had the: 
blessing of marriage, several chil- 
dren. After about three years, 
he wag met in Kent, on the road, 
by one of the tenants of the estate, 
and saluted by the name of land- 
lord. Alas! sqid he, Sam none 
of your landlord. Yes you are, 
said the tenant, I know more of 
the settlement than youdo. Your 
father, though a cunning lawyer, 
with all his learning, could uot 
alienate the estate from you, 
whom he made joint purchaser. 


Myself and some other tenants, 


know it; and have refused to pay 
any money to Dr. Reeves. I 
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have sixteen pounds ready for you, 
which I will pay to your acquit- 
tance, and this will ser¥e" you to 
wage law with them. He was 
amazed at this wonderful provi- 
dence, received’ the money, sued 
for his estate, andin aterm or 
two recovered it, ‘“ He that 
looseth his life for my sake, and 
the gospel’s, shall find it.”’ 


=e 


The English Review of Buchan- 


an’s Researches. 
{Continued from p. 159.) 


Dr. Buchanan next adverts to 
the state of the Maiayan Archi- 
pelago. The Dutch possessions 
in the Indian Ocean are devolv- 
ing on Great Britain. These isl- 
ands contain great numbers of 
Protestant Christians ; for where- 
ever the Dutch established them- 
selves, they endeavoured to chris- 
tianize the natives, and they suc- 
ceeded. A large proportion of 
the natives profess the religion of 


.the Bible; andthe Bible already 


exists in a Malay vertion. Here 
then there is room for the benev- 
olent exertions of both the Bible 
Society, and the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge.— 
“One hundred thousand Malay 
Bibles will not suffice to supply 
the Malay Christians.” The 
Scriptures were translated by the 
Dutch into the Eastern Malay 
only, that being the general lan- 
guage of their extensive posses- 
ions in that quarter. But the 
language of Sumatra differs from 
this, and is called the Western 
Malay. In the college of Fort 
William, T. Jarret, Esq. of the 
Company’s service, who had re- 
sided twelve years in Sumatra, 
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was preparing a versién in ‘the 
Western Malay, when his prog. 
ress was interrupted by the ree 
duction of the college establish. 
ment. He still prosecutes his 
work, however, at Madras, with 
the aid of a learned Malay of 
rank, Dr, Buchanan suggests, 
that as there is a college in Ben- 
gal for instructing the English in 
the languages of Hindostan, there 
should be an institution in Pe. 
nang, or Prince of Wales’ Island, 
for cultivating the Malay tongue. 
This settlement being placed in 
the centre of British navigatiom 
in the East, may be expected to 
become the emporium of Asiati¢e 
commerce. Dr. Buchanan resi- 
ded there for about a month, and: 
was surprised by the variety of: 
languages, and of races of men, 
he met with in Penang. He cone 
siders it as a most favorable  stae 
tion for the study of‘ the Malay 
and Chinese languages, and for 
pouring forth from the press. use- 
ful works for the civilization of 
maritime aad austral Asia; and: 
its diversitied population appear. 
ed to him to possess a communi. 
cative disposition, and an-unusua} 
thirst for knowledge. | 

The contrast between the Chris. 
tian and Pagan Malaysis very 
Striking. Such is the barbarism 
of the latter, especially in the in- 
terior of such large islandsas Su- 
matra, that they actually kill and 
eat their criminals and prisoners 
of war. Nay, they frequently 
eat their own velations, when a- 
ged and infirm; and that not so 
much to gratify appetite as to per- 
forma pious ceremony. The fol- 
lowing account of this extraordi- 
nary ceremony is given by the 
learned Dr. Leyden in his Re- 
searches. 
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“When aman becomes infirm and 
weary of the world, he is said to invite 
his own children to eat him in the sea- 
son when salt and limes are cheapest. 
He then ascends atree, round which 
his friends and offspring assemble, and 
as they shake the tree, join in a fune- 
ral dirge, the import of which is, ‘The 
season is eome, the fruit is ripe, and 
it must descend.’ The victim descends, 
and those that are nearest and dearest 
to him deprive him of life, and devour 
his remains in a solemn baénquct.” 


p. 195, 


Dr Buchanan is at the same 
time of opinion that no quarter of 
the globe is more favourable for 
Christian missions than the Mala. 
yan Archipelago. The Dutch 
have proved that success is attain- 
able, and the facilities which we 
now possess for conducting such 
undertakings are very great. 

But besides the Eastern and 
Western Malay, there are two 
other languages spoken in this 
immense claster of islands,—the 


language of Java, which is a third 
dialect of the Malay; and that of 
the Celebes, called the Bouguese. 


language. Literature was for- 
merly cultivated in the Celebes, 
and their songs and romances are 
said by Dr. Leyden to be famous 
among all the. islands of the East. 
‘: The man,’’ observes our author, 
«¢ who shall first translate the Bi- 
ble into the language of the Cele- 
bes, will probably be read by as 
many islanders as have read the 
translation of Wickiffe.”’ 

We now come to Dr. Buchan- 
an’s account of the Syrian Chris- 
tians m India. A part of this 
most interesting account has been 
already anticipated in our volume 
fear 1807, pp. 694 and 751, to 
whieb we refer our readers. We 
have before us, however, much 
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‘ When the Portuguese, under Vas- 
co de Gamma, arrived at Cochin, they 
were agreeably surprised to find un- 
wards of a hundred Christian ehurch- 
eson the coast of Malabar. But when 
they became acquainted with the puri- 
ty and simplicity of their worship, they 
were offended. ‘These churches,’ said 
the Portuguese, ‘belong to the Pope. 
‘Who is the Pope?’ said the natives, 
*we never heard of him. The Furo- 
pean priests were yet more alarmed, 
when they found that these Hindoo 
Christians maintamed the order and 
discipline ofa regular church under 
episcopal jurisdiction; and that, for 
1300 years past, they bad esjoyed-a 
suceession of bishops appointed by the 
patriarch of Antioch. ‘ We,’ said they, 
‘are of the true faith, whatever you 
from the West may be; for we come 
from the place where the followers of 
Christ were first called Christians.’ 


The persecuting zeal of the 
Portuguese, directed by the inqui- 
sition at Goa, succeeded in com- 
pelling the churches on the sea- 
coast to acknowledge the suprem- 
acy of the Pope, but they insisted 
on retaining their own language 
and liturgy: and this point was 
conceded to them. But the. 
churches in the interior would nag 
yieldto Rome, and preferred to 
seex protection from the native 
princes. Dr. Buchanan having 
obtained leave from the Rajah of 
Travancore, proceeded to. visit 
those churches From his jour- 
nal while on this tour, we wilk 
make a few extracts. 

“Chinganoor, a Ciurch of the Syrtan 
Chrstians, November 16, 1806—Wien 
we were approaching the church of 
Chinganoor, we met with one of the 
cussandrs, ov Syriam clergy. He was 
dressed in a white loose vestment with 
a cap of red silk hanging down behind. 
Being informed who he was, I said to 
him in the Syriac language, ‘ Peace be 
unto you.” He was surprised at the sal- 
utation; but immediately  answered,, 
“Tae God of peace be with you” He, 
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iceosted ¥ the Rajah’s servants in the 
language of the country, to know who 
Lwas; and immediately returned to 
ihe villege to announce our approach, 
When we arrived, I was received atthe 
door of the church, by three 4as/eeshas, 
that is presbyters or priests, who were 
habited in Ekemanner, in white vest- 
ments. Their names were Jesu, Zcech- 
arias, and = Urias, which they wrote 
down in my Journal, each of them ad- 
ding tohisname the title Ausheesha— 
‘here were also present two shumsha- 
nas orGeacons, The elder priest was 
very intelligent man, ef reverend ap- 
newrance, having a long white beard, 
nnd of an affable and engaging deport- 
ment. ‘The three principal Christians, 
ar lay elders belon ing to the church 
were nemed Abraham, Thoma, and Al- 
exandros. After _ conversation 
with my attendants they received me 
with co sfidienibl and > Arion ; and the 
people of the neighboring villages came 
round, women’as well as men. The 
sightof the women assured me that 
twas once more (aiter a long absence 
fro Engiand) ina Christian country. 
For the Hindoo women, and the Ma- 
homedan women, end in short, all wo- 
ey who arg not¢ ‘hrigstians are accoun.- 
i by the men aninferior race; ond, 
eencral, are confined to the houec 
for life, ike irrational creatures. In 
every countensnce now before me { 
th@heht lcuuld discover the intelicence 
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reduced to the humble stafe in which 
you fiud us. The glory ofour church 
has passed aw ay; but we hope your na- 
tion will revive it again,’ I observed 
that ‘the glory of a church could nev- 
er dic, if it preserved the Bible”? ‘ We 
have preserved the Bible,’ said he ; 
the Hiindoo princes never touched oar 
libe tly of conscience. We were for- 
merly on a footing with them in politi2 
cal power ; and they respect our reli- 
gion. We have also converts from 
time to time; but, in this christian 
duty, we are not so active as We once 
were ; besides it is not so creditable 
now to become a christian, in our low 
state.” He then pointed out to me 
Naniboory Biabmin, (that is, a Brah- 
min of the highest cast) who had late- 
ly become a christian, and assumed the 
white vestment of a Syrian priest.— 
: The learning too of ihe Bible,’ he add- 
ed, ‘ is in a low state amongst us. Our 
copies ave few in number; and that 
number is diminishing instead of in- 
creasing; and the writing out a whole 
copy ot ‘the sacred scriptures, isa great 
Jabour, where there is no profit and lit- 
{ie pi ety? I then preduced a printed 
copy of the Syriac New Testament.— 
There was not one ofthem who had ey- 
erscena printed copy before. They. 
edmired it much; and every priest, as 


it came into his hands, began to read a: 


portion, which ke did fluently, while 
the women eame round to hear. Task- 

Brtest' yvhether T should send 
him some copies izem Europe. “They 
world be worth their Wwicght in silver,’ 
raid tle asked me whetlier the 


4 


Gid Pestament was pri inted in SY riac, 


as W el as ih He 4 | oly i te id hin ii it Was, 
but Thadnetacopy. ‘They prot esse 
ati earnest de ire’ to obtain some copies 
of the whole Syiine Bibtc ; and asked 


on Seer . 7 . 
ie ould ‘b ge pracicasic to ch. 
tein cre capy for every church ‘I 


must ce i oO © ig evid Zccharias, 
Sthatwed very few conics of ‘the 


mopheticed Seriptures m the chureh.— 
Qurchurch languishes for want. of the 
Scrip s” ‘Bui he* sdded, “ihe Tan 
EU we that 15 most ny use aAmone the 

peciie, is th: Maytayalim, (or Bala. 
bar} the vorn.eular language of the 
COuUTMTYy. ae syrrac is now on ty tre 
learned language, and the Lng Lage cf 

o i) ¢ p ¥ 

the church; but we generally expound 
the Sip se” 20 the reopk oe +h 
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“Ithen enicred on the subject of 
the translation of the scriptures. He 
said ‘a version could be made with 
critical accuracy; for there were ma- 
ny of the Syrian clergy whe were per- 
fect masters of both languages, having 
spoken them from their infancy. But,’ 
gaid he, ‘our bishop will rejoice to see 
you, and to discourse with you on this 


and other subjects’ Itold them that ii 


a translation could be prepared, I should 
Be able to get it printed, and to distrib- 
ute copies among their fifty five church- 
es at a small price. “That indeed would 
give joy,’ said old Abraham. There 
was here a murmur of satisfaction a- 
mong the people. ‘ If] understand you 
right, said I, ‘the greatest blessing the 
English ehurch can bestow upon you, is 
the Bible. ‘It isso, said he. ‘ And 
what is the next greatest,’ said 1— 
‘Some freedom and personal conse- 
quence 2s a people.” By which he 
meant political liberty, ‘ We ar 
here in bondage, like Israci in Egypt.” 
I observed that the English nation 
would doubtless recognize a nation of 
fellow-christians ; and would be happy 
to interest itselfin their behalf, as far as 
our political relation with the prince of 
the country wouldpermit. They wish- 
ed to knew what were the principles of 
the English government, civil and reli- 
gious. Lanswered that our goverment 
might be said to be founded gencrally 
on the principles of the Bible. ‘Ah,’ 
faid old Zecharias, ‘that must be a 
glorious government which is founded 
on the principles of the Bible’ The 
priests then desired I would give them 
seme account of the history of the Ping- 
lish nation, and of our secession from 
the church of Rome. And in return, I 
requested them to give me some ac- 
count of their history—My communi- 
cations with the Syrians sre renderod 
veryeasy by means of an inicrpreter, 
whom t brought with me allile way 
from 'the Tanjore couuiry. He is a 
Hindvo by descent, but is an intelligent 
christian, and was a pupil and catechist 
ofthe late Mr. Swartz. The Rev. Mr. 
Kohloff recommended him to me. He 
formerly lived in Travancore, and is 
well acquainted with the vernacular 
tongue. He also reads and wriics 
English very well, and is ss tech in- 
terested im favouref the Srrian chris- 
Mans as myself.” ; 
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“ Romniel, (a Syrian Church, ) Nov. 
12, 1806.—I have now visited eight 
churches, and starecly believe, some- 
times, that Fam in the land of the Hin. 
doos. I attended divine service on the 
Sunday. Their liturgy is that which 
was formerly used in the churches of 
the patriarch of Antioch. During the 
ptayers there were intervals of silence, 
the priest praying in a low voice, and 
every man praying for himself. These 
silent intervals add much te the solem- 
nity and appearance of devotion.” 

Here, as in all churches in a state of 
decline, there is too much formality in 
the worship. But they have the Bible 
and a scriptural liturgy ; and these 
willsave the church in the worst times. 
These may preserve the spark and life 
of religion, though the flame be out. 
And as there were but few copies ot 
the Bible among the Syriatis, (for every 
copy was transcribed with a pen) it is 
highly probable that if they had not 
enjoyed the advantage of the daily 
prayers, and daily portions of Scripture 
in their liturgy, there would have been 
in the revolution of ages,no vestige of 
Christianity among them.’’* 

* The doctrines of the Syrian chrisi- 
jans are few in number, but pure, and 
agree in essential,points with those of 
the chureh of England; so. that al- 
though the body of the church appears 
to be ignorant, and formal, aid dead, 





*« In a nation Like ours, overflewing 
with Rkuowledge, men are not always is 
circumstanees to perceive the value of « 
spiritual liturgy. When christtane arc 
well taught, they think they want some- 
thing @etter. But the young and the iz- 


vorant, who forma great proportion of 


the communiiy, ave edtfied by a little plat» 
instruction frequeniiy repeated. A smai’ 
church or sect may do without a form for c 
whtle. But a notional liturgy is tha: 
which preserves a relic of the true fait? 
among the peopietn alarye empire, wher 
the priests leave thetr ARTscLEs and 
CONFESSIONS of FAITH. Joe to tiie 
declining church which hath no Gospe! 


‘Liturgy! Witness the Presbyterians?) 


the West of England, and some othe 
sects, who are saidto have become Aridi: 
ane Soctnians to a man. The puritan: 
ofafamer age cit not live long enniry 
to see the use of arn evangelice? form 
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there are individuals who are alive to 
righteousness, who are distinguished 
from the rest by their purity of life, 
and are sometimes censured for too 
rigid a piety. In every church, and 
in many of the private houses, there 
are manuscripts in the Syriac lan- 
guage ; and I have been successiul in 
procuring some old and valuabic cop- 
ies of the Scriptures and other books, 
written indifferent ages and in dif- 
ferent characters.” 


Our limits will not permit us 
materially to extend the review 
of this work in our present Num- 
ber: but before we close the 
book, we wish to present our read- 
ers with a fe.y more extracts from 
Dr. Buchanan’s Journal. It is 
dated at 


“ Cunda-nad, a Church of the Syrtan 
Christians, November 25, 1806. 

‘“ This isthe residence of Mar Di- 
onysius, the metropolitan of the Syrian 
Church. A great number of the priests 
from ‘he other churches had assem- 
bled by desire of the bishop, before my 
arrival. The bishop resides in a build- 
ing attached to the church. I was 
much struck with his first appearance. 
Ii- was dressed ina vestment of dark 
red silk; a large golden cross hung 
from his neck, and his venerable beard 
reached below his girdle. Such, thot’ 
I, was the appearance of Chrysostom 
in the fourth century. On public oc- 
casions he wears the episcopa! mitre, 
anda muslin robe is thrown over his 
under garment; and in his hand he 
bears the crosier, or pastoral stafi— 
He is aman of highly respectabie char- 
acter m his church, eminent for his 
piety, and for the attention he devotes 
to his sacred functions. I found him 
to be far superior in general learning 
to any of his clergy whom I had yet 
seen. He told me that all my conver- 
sations with his priests, since my arri- 
val in the country, had been commu- 
nicated to him. .§ You have comme,’ 
said he, ‘to visit a declining church, 
and § am now an old man: but the 
hopes of its seeing better days checr 
my old age, though Emay not live to see 
them.’—TI submitted to the bishop my 
wishes in regard to the translation 
and printing of the Holy Scriptures. 
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‘I have already fully considered the 
subject,’ said he, and have determin- 
ed to superintend the work myself, 
and call the most learned of my cler- 
gy tomy aid. It is a work which 
will illuminate these dark regions, 
and God will give it his blessing.” 1 
was much pleased when I heard this 
pious resolution of the venerable man : 
for I had now ascertained that there 
are upwards of 260,000 Christians in 
the south of India, besides the Syrians 
who speak the Malabar language. — 
The next subject of importance in my 
mind, was the coliection of useful man- 
uscripis in the Chaldaic and Syriac lan- 
fuages ; and the bishop was pleased to 
say that he would assist my inquiries, 
and add te my collection. He des- 
canted with great satisfaction on the 
hope of seeing printed Syriac Bibles 
from England ; and said they would 
be ‘a treasure to his church.” 


Tue reader, who has followed 
us through the former part of this 
Review, will not be surprised to 
find that Dr. Buchanan should 
have been led, by a consideration 
of all the circumstances relating 
to the Syrian church in Asia, to 


cherish the hope that it might one 


day be united with the church of 
England. He conversed at great 
ength on this important subject 
with the Syrian bishop and some 
of the clergy. The bishop, after 
conferring with his clergy, return- 
ed, in writing, an answer to the 
following effect : “ that an union 
with the English church, or, at 
least, such a connection as should 
appear to both churches practica- 
ble and expedient, would be a 
happy event, and favourable to 
the advancement of religion in 
India.” In making this commu- 
nication, he used his official desig- 
nation, ** Mar Dyonisius, Metro- 
politan of Malabar.” 

From Cande-nad the residence 
of this venerable bishop, Dr. Bu- 
chanan returned to the sea-coast, 
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to visit Colonel Macaulay, the 
British Resident in ‘Travancore, 
fram whom he states himself to 
lhave derived much valuabie infor- 
ination, and ae om he represents 
us the warm friend of Christianity. 
titer residieae with this officer a 
rcoW ays, they proce eded togeth- 
er to Udtamper, formerly the resi- 
of hb Tie, king of the 

tthe place ai which, 
an 1599, the "Archbishop of Goa 
conveged the synod of the Svrian 
burned the Syri- 
un and Chaldaic books. 
Udiamper they went to Cande- 
nad, to confer again wi ith the Syr- 
ishop, and found that he had 
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Chr istlans, 2 
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commenced the transiation of the 


HSeriptures mto the lanruare ot 
5 > Oo 


IMalayala. ‘hey then visited 
Cranganc re, the 2 of a Romish 
cu Gibishoprie, to which 45 church- 
cs ae subject- Not far from 
Cranganore is the town of Paroor, 
where there isan ancient Syrian 
igh bearing the name of St. 
‘Shomas, and supposed to be the 
olde:tin Malabar. Dr. Buchan- 
wii took a drawing of it. At Ver- 
he residence of Bishop Ra- 
he Pepe’s apostolical vi- 


t 
mioudo, t 
Malabar, there isc college 


ear iil iV 


? 


bor the sacerdoral ollice, whe e the 
siudents are taught the Latin and 
Syriac langu: Les. ‘Phe apostol- 

1c al vicur supenatends G4 church- 
es, exclusive both of the 45 already 
mentioned, and of the large dio. 
ceses of Cochin and Quilon, whose 
churches extend to Cape Como- 
rin, and are vissble from the sea. 


“The view of this assemiblay ge of 
Christian con gregations,” observes Or. 
Bucebanaa, “excited ni my mind min- 
ged scisations of pieasure ahd regret; 
vi plousiwe to think thatso many of che 
Jimacos had been rescuiedirom. the 1- 

b> 


> 


sulatrv of Padiiia, and iis) criminal 


worship; gud ofregret when [reflect 
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ed that there was not to be found a- 
mong the whole body, one copy of the 
Holv Bible. 

“The Apostolic Vicar is an Italiar Vy 
and corre sponds with the Soc iety ‘de 
propaganda Fide.” Heisa man of lib- 
eral manners, and gave me free access 
to the arcnieves of Verapo!! !, which are 
upwards of two centuries old. In the 
library I found many volumes marked 

‘Liber heteticus prohil bitus” Every 


step I take in Christian India, I meet ° 


with a memento of the Inquisition.— 
‘The Apostolical Vicar, however, docs 
not acknowledge its authority, and 
piaces himself under Br sey protec. 
tion. He spoke of the Inquistion with 
Tust ere aud in the rr. 
of ihe British Resident, called it * 

horrid tr ibur ral. , “T A sked } ee ae: 
cir he thought Imi ght Kath safe ay Vis- 


it the Inquisition, w rhén Lsailed past 
Goa; there being at this time a Brit- 
ish force in its Heck It asserted a 
personal jurisdiction over natives 


who were now R ritish subjects : and 
it was preper tae English ¢: svernment 
snould know something of its present 


state. The Bishop answered, Ido 
no: Know what you might do, under 
th Dd tection of a British forced 4 
butt should not ike (smiling, and 


a rye" en a" « ‘ ; t te 
pie OSES his cari Ct pus side 5 >) tO trust 
FR; body in thei eis: 2° 

? > waAneat > 
then had some conversation 


on the subject of giving the Seripturcs 
« 4 

ait tends Wi i . oe 

ative Roman Catholics. Thad 


heard before, that the Bishop was by 
no means hostile tothe measure. I 
told him that I should probably find 
the means of transiting the Seript 

into the Malabar language, and wish- 
ed toknow whether he had any ob- 
jection to this mode of illuminaimg 
‘the ignorant minds of the nativé Chris- 
tinns, He said he had none. I visit- 
ed the Bishop two or three times after- 
wards. Atour last interview he said, 
' q have been thinking of the good gift 
ou are meditating for the native Chris- 
ti uns; but believe me, the Inquisition 
will endeavour to counteract your pur- 
poses by every means in their power. 
i afterwards conversed with an intelli- 
gent native priest, who was well ac- 
guainted with the state and character 
vi the Christians, and asked him wheth- 
er lic thought they would be 
oka the Scriptures ?—* Yes,’ anawes- 
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manuscripts, which Dr. Buchan. 
an succeeded in obtaining, and 
of the ancient tables, on which 
are recorded the rights and priv- 
neges granted to the Christians, 
suppose dtohave been lost, but 
lately recovered by the exertions 
of Celonel Macaulay, has been, 
insome measure, anticipated in 
our volume for 1807. Most of 
these manuscripts, together with 
copver-plate fac-simiies of the ta- 
blets, are deposited in the public 
library of the university of Cam- 
bridge. 

The translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the Miaiayalim, which 
was set on foot, as we have seen, 

at Dr. Buchanan’s suggestion, 
was prosecuted by the Bishop 
without intermission. In the fol- 
lowing year Dr. Buchanan vis- 
ited ‘Lravancore a second time, 
and carried the manuscript ver- 
sion of the New Testament to 
Bombay to be printed, learned 
natives being sent from Travan- 
core to superintend the press-— 
It is intended to continue the 
translation until the whole Bible 
iscompleted. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society have voted 
a large supply of paper in aid of 
the design. Dr. Buchanan like- 
wise urges the printing of an edi- 
tion of the Syriac Scriptures for 
distribution in Malayala, and also 
in Mesopotamia. We trust that 
the Bible Society will not be inat- 
tentive to this important object. 

In the course of his travels 
through different parts of the 
Fast, the author had an opportu- 
nity of witnessing the degrading 


efiects produced by the pepal 








corruptions. On cre eceeosion 
: : i 
he beheld the tewer of Juewer- 


; 

maut emplered to celebrate a 
Christian festival, White the aM 
thor reviewed these corr 
he was aitvays referred to the Io 
quisition at (loa, asthe fountain 
head. This determined him, if 
ossible, to vist Goa bef 
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<5 ar » . 7 7 , 
Was stilin operation, thouga re 
. + a p Pal val ™ 
8tricted asto the pugiicity of 5 
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roceedings 5 and that its power 
extended to the extreme be 


et Hindostan. 
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their auth rity’, appeared strange j but 
that a pepat tr} bunal ofthis charecter 
shouk Ll exist under the i im} nfied toto: 
tion and countenance of the British 
age ent: that Christians, being sub- 
jects of the British empire, a? do inhah- 
iting the Rritish territories, showid be 
amenabie to its power and jurisdiction, 
was a ee whieh seemed to be 
searcely credible ; but, if true yi fact 
which de nine Ye most pubiie and 
solemn representation.” 


Dr. Buchanz accordingly 
adopted the resolution of visiting 
Goa, and after overcoming di fi. 
culties which would have deterr ed 
any man less bold than himself, 
we find him ledged in the con- 
vent of the Augustinians, in that 
city, under the especial protec- 
tion of Josephus a Doloribus, one 
of the inquisitors. The whole of 
Dr. Buchanan’s journal, while he 
remained at Goa, would prove, 
in the highest degree, interes ling 
to our readers ; but our itmits o- 
blige us to be content with a single 


extract. Weare persuaded that 
noone who reads it will object 


to its length. 
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** Goa, Augustinian Convent, 27th 
Jan. 1807. 

“On the second morning after my 
arrival, Iwas surprised by my host, 
the inguisitor, coming into my apart- 
ment, clothed in black robes from head 
to foot ; for the usual dress ofhis or- 
deris white. Hesaid be was going 
to siton the tribunal of the holy of- 
fice. ‘I presume, father, your august 
office does not occupy much of your 
time.” ‘Yes,’ answered he, ‘ much. 
I sit. on the tribuna) three or four 
days every week.” 

“Thad thought, for some days of 
putting Dellon’s book into the inquis- 
itor’s hands; for if I could get him 
to advert to the facts stated in that 
book, I should be able to learn, by 
comparison, the exact state of the in- 
guisition at the present time. In 
the evening he came in as usual, to 
pass an hour in my apartment. After 
some conversation I took the pen in 
my hand to write afew noies in my 
journal; and, as if to amuse him, 
while I was writing, I took up Del- 
jon’s book, which was lying with some 
others on the t table, and handi ng it 
across to him, asked him whether he 
had everseen it. Ti wasinthe French 
language, which he understood well. 
“Relation de VInquisition de Goa,’ 
pronounced he, with a slow, articulate 
voice. He had never seen it before, 
acl beran to read it with agerness. 
hie liad not proceeded far, before he 
betrayed evident symptoms of uneasi- 
ness. He turned hastily to the middle 
of the book, and then to the end, and. 
ee, ran over the table of contents at 

¢ beginning, as if to ascertain the 
full exte entofthe evil. He then com- 
posed himself to read, while I con- 
tinued to write. He turned over the 
pages with rapidity, and when he came 
to a certain place, he exclaimed in the 
broad Italian accent, § Mendacium, 
Mendacium.” I requested he would 
mark those passages which were un- 
true, and we should discuss them af- 


terwards, for that [had other books on | 


the subject: £ Other books,’ said he, 
and he ‘look ed with an inquiring eye 
on thoseon the table. He continued 
reading till it was time to retire to 
rest, and then begged to take the book 
with him. : 


* Ft was onthis niglit that s eireum- 


stance happened which caused my first 

alarm at Goa. My servants sicpt ev- 
ery night at my chamber door, in the 
long gallery which is common to ali 
the apartments, and not far distant 
from the servants of the convent.— 
About midnight L was awaked by lond 
shricks and expressions of te rror, from 
some person in the gallery. In th 

first moment of surprise T concluded 
it must be the .4/guazile of the holy of- 
fice, seizing my servants to carry them 
to the inquisition. But,on going out, 
i saw my own servants standing at the 
door, and the person who had caused 
the alarm (a boy ofabout fourteen) at 
a little distance, surrounded by some 
of the priests, who had come out of 
their cellson hearing the noise. The 
boy said he had seen a spectre, and it 
was a considerable time before the 
agitations of his body and voice sub- 
sided. Next morning, at breakfast, 
the inquisitor apologized for the dis- 
turbance, and said the boy’s alarm pro- 
ceeded from a ‘ phantasma animi,’ g 
phantasm of the imagination. 

“ After breakfast we resumed the 
subject of the inquisition. The in- 
quisitor admitted that Dellon’s ‘des- 
cription of the dungeons, of the torture, 
of the mode of trial, and of the Auto 
da Fe were, in general, just ; but he 
said. ihe writer judged untruly of the 
motives ofthe’ > pS wuisitors, and very un- 

charitably of the character of the holy 
church; andl admitted that under the 
pressure of his peculiar suffering, this 
might possi! sly be the case. The in- 
quisitor was now anxious to know tg 
what extent Dellon’s book had been cir- 
culated in Europe. I toll him that 
Picart had published to the world ex- 
tracts from it, in his celebrated work, 

called § Religious Ceremonies ;’ to- 
gether with “plates of the system of 
torture and burnings at the Auto da 
Fe. lLadded that it was now general- 
ly believed in Europe that these enor- 
mities no longer existed, and that the 
inqitisition itself had been totally sup- 
pressed ; but that 1 was concer ned to 
find that this was not the case. He 
now began a grave narration to shew 
ries the inquisition had undergone a, 
-hange in some respects, and that its 
terrors were mitigated. 

“Thad already discovered, from 
written or prin ted documents, that the 
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inquisition at Goa was suppressed by 
royal edict, in the year 1773, and es- 
tablished again in 1779. The Fran- 


eciscan Fat her before mentioned, wit- ° 


nessed the annual Auto da Fe, from 
1770, to 1775. “It was the humanity and 
tender mercy of a good king,’ said the 
pee father, ‘hich abolished the j inqui- 

ition” Butimmediately on his death, 
the power of the priest acquired the 
ascendant, under the queen dowager, 
and the tribunal was re-established, 
affer abloodless interval of five years. 
It has continued in operation ever 
since. It wus restered in 1779, sub- 
ject to certain restrictions, the chief 
of which are the two following, § That 
a greater number of witnesses should 
be required te convicta criminal than 
were before necessary ;’ and, ‘ That 
the Auto da Fe should not be held pub- 
licly as before ; but that the sentences 
of the trihuna: should be executed 
privately, within the walls of the in- 
quisition.’ 

“In this particular the constitu- 
tion of the new inquisition is more rep- 
rehensible than that of the old one ; 
fer as the old father exppressed it, 
“Nunc sigillum non revelat inquisito.’ 
Formerly the friends of those unfortu- 
nate persons who were thrown into its 
prison, had the melancholy satisfac- 
tion of seeing them once a year walk- 
ing in the procession of the Auto da 
Fe ; or if they were condemned io die, 
they witnessed their death, and mourn- 
ed for the dead. But now they have 
no means of learning for years wheth- 
er they be dead or alive. ‘The policy 
of this new code of concealment ap- 
pears to be this, to preserve the pow- 
er of the inquisition, and at the same 
time to lessen the public odium of its 
proceedings, in the presencc of British 
dominion and civilization. I asked 
the father his opinion concerning the 
nature and frequency of the punish. 
ments within the walls. He said he 
possessed no certain means of giving a 

satisfactory answer ; that every thing 
transacted there was declared to be 
‘sacrum et secretum.”’ But this he 
Inew to be true, that there were con- 
stantly captives in the dungeons; that 
some of them are liberated after long 
confinement, but that they never speak 
afterwards of what passed within the 
place. He added that, of all the per- 
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sons he had known, who had been lib- 
erated, he never knew one who did 
not carry about with him what might 
be cailed, ‘the mark of the inquisi- 
tion : > that is to say, who did not 
shew, inthe solemnity of his counte- 
nance, or in his peculiar demeanor, or 
his terror of the priests, that he had 
been in that dreadful place. 

“The chief argument of the inquis- 
itor to prove the melioration of the in- 
quisition was the superior humunity of 
9 inquisitors. Iremarked thatI did 

10t doubi the humanity of the exist- 
ing officers ; but what availed hu- 
manity in an inquisitor? he must pro- 
nounce sentence according to the laws 
of the tribunal, which are notorious 
enough; and a relapsed Heretic must 
be burned im the flames, or confined 
for life in a dungeon, whether the in- 
quisitor be humane or not. But if, 
said I, you would satisfy my mind 
compicte ly on this subject, ‘ shew me 
the inquisition” He said it was not 
permitied to any person to see ilie in- 
quisition. lTobserved that mine might 
be considered asa peculiar case ; that 
the character of the inquisition, and 
the expediency of its longer continu- 
ance had been called in question ; that 
Ihad myself written on the civiliza- 
tion of India, and might possibly pub- 
lish something more upon that sub- 
ject, and that it could not he expected 
that [should pass over the inquisi- 
tion without notice, knowing whai I 
did of its proceedings ; at the sume 
time I should not wish to state a sin- 
gle fact without his authority, or at 
least his admission of its truth. I 
added that he himself had been pleas- 
ed to communicate with me very ful. 
fyon the subject, and that in all our 
discussions we had both been actua- 
ted, I hoped, by a good purpose.— 
The countenance of the inquisitor ev- 
idently altered on receiving this inti- 
mation, nor did it ever after wholly 
regain its wonted frankness and pla- 
cidity. After some hesitation, how- 
ever, he said, he would take me with 
him to the inquistion the next day.— 
I was a good deal surprised at this ac- 
quiescence of the ingquisitor, but I-did. 
not know what was in his mind. 

“ Next morning, aiter breukfast, 
my host went to dress for the holy of- 
fice, and soon returned in his i inquisi- 
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torial robes. He said he would 
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the imqui- 
about a 
mile distant frem the con- 
i we proceeded thither in our 
On our airival atthe place, 
he inquisitor said to me, as we were 
ascending the stepsof the outer stair, 
that le hope “<1 I should be satisfied 
Witha transient view of the inquiet- 
tion, and that I weuld vetire whenever 
he should desire it. I took thisasa 
good orfen, and followed my conductor 
with tolerable confidence. 

He led me first to the great hall of 
the inquisition. We weremet at the 
door by a number of well dressed per- 
sons, who, I afterwards understood, 
were the familiars, and atiendants of 
the holy office. They bowed very low 
to the inquisitor and loeked with sur- 
prise at me. The great hall is the 
place in which the prisoner's are mar- 
shalled for the procession of the Auto 
da Fe. At the procession deseribed 
by Dellon, in which he kimscif walked 
barefoot, clothed with the painted gar- 
nese there were upwards of one hun- 

red and fifty prisoners. I traversed this 
hall for some time, witha slow step, 
reflecting on its former scenes, the m- 
quisitor walking by my side in silence. 
1 thought of the fate of the multitude 
of my fellow-creatures who had pass- 
ed through this = e, condemned by 
a tribunal of their fellow-sinners, their 
bodies devoted to the flames, and their 
souls to perdition, And I could not 
help saying t him, ‘ Would not t the 
holy church wish, in her merey, to 
have those souls back again, that she 
might allow them a little further pro- 
bation ? ‘The inquisitor an — no- 
thing, but beckoned me te go with 
him to a door at the end of the hall. 
By this door he comlucted me to some 
small rooms and oe to the spacious 
apartments of the chief inquisitor.— 
Having surveyed these he brought me 
back again to the great hail; and I 
thought he seeeined now desirous that 
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Ishould depart. * ed father,’ said 
I, § lead nie to the dungeons below ; I 
want to see the captives. —* No,’ said 
he, ‘that cannot be? now beean to 
suspect that it had been m the ‘mind 
of the inguisiter, fram the beginnings, 
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the present state of the inquisition, 
was to show me the seinen Is and cap- 
tives. I should then describe only 
whatIT saw; but now the subject 
was left inawful obscurity. ‘ Lead me 
down,’ said I, ‘ to the inner building, 
and let me pass through the two hun- 
dred dungeons, ten feet square, de- 
scribed by your former captives. Let 
ine count the number af your present 
captives, and converse with them. I 
want to sce if there be any subjects of 
the British fovernment, to whot n we 
owe protection. I want to ask how 


long they have been here, how 
Jeng it is since they beheld the 
light of the sun, and whether they 
ever expect to see it again. Shew 


me the chamber of torture; and 
declare what modesof execution, or 
of punishment, are now practised 
within the walls of the inguisit ion, in 
lieu of the public. Auto da Fe tf > af- 
ter all that has passed, father, you re- 
sist this reasonable request, ¥ shall be 
justified in believing, that you are a- 
traid of exposing the real state of the 
inquisition in India.’ ‘Vo these obser- 
vations the inquisitor made no reply 5 
but seemed impatient that I should 
withdraw. ‘My good father,’ said I, 
‘fam about to take my leave of you, 
andto thank you for your hospitable 
attentions,’ (it had. been before un- 
derstood that I should take my final 
leave at the door ofthe inqui isition, 
afier ha Ling seen the interior), ‘and 
I wish aiways to preserve on my mind 
a favourable sentiment of your kindness 
and candour. You cannot, you say, 
shew me the captives and the dui- 
geons; be please *d then merely to an- 
swer this question; for I shall believe 
your word :—How many prisoners arc. 
there now below, in the cells of the in- 
quisition?” The inqnisitor replied, 
fe > hati IS a question w hich Leannot an- 
swer.’ On his pronouncing these words 
I retired hastily towards the door, aad 
wished him farewcll. We shock 
hands with as much cordiality as we 
cuuld at the moment assume; and botk 








y 
i 
' 





resecsemanr: 


eae 


ae 


Pe ra Ease 


sameasie 


ae ar a tt oar teach iaheananies SOD 


Ung arena te 


1819 


ig L“we 


of us, 1 believe, were sorry ‘Hat our pat- 
ting tock place witha clouded eounte- 
nance. 
‘* Prom the ing tsition I went to the 
nince of bixning, in the Campo samto 
fazarv,on the viver side, wh ere the 
victims were brought to the stake at 
the Auioda Fe. It is close to the 
palsce, that the vicerey and his court 
may witness s the execution; for it has 
ever been the policy of the inquisition 
to ciao? aoe’ spiritual executions ap- 
pear to be the executions of the state. 
An at riest accompanied me, who 
pointed out the place and described 
! e scene. Astp omsee" over this mel- 
anch oly plain, I thought on the differ- 
ence between the pure and benign doc- 
iyine, which was fst preached to In- 
dia, it the apost tolic age, and that 
bloody code, which, after a long night 
of darkness, Was announged to it un- 
Jer the same name! AndI pondered on 
the mysterious Cispensation, which 
permitted t ie Ministers of the inqui- 
s'tion, with their racks and flames, to 
visit these lands, before the heralds 
ot the Gospel of Peace. But the 
most . ainful reflection was, that this 
tribunal sheuld vet exist unawed by 
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the vicinity of ae humanity and 


dominion. Ewas not satisfied with 
what I had seen or adil atthe inquisi- 
tion,and I determined to go back a- 
gain, ‘I he ‘nonisitors were now sit- 
ving; onthe tribunal, and fhad some 
excuse for retuming:; for i was to re- 
ceive from the chief inquisitor a let- 
cer Which he said he would give me, 


before ¥ left the place, for the British 
Resident in Tvavancore, being an an- 
swer to a ‘etter from that officer. 

“* When Tarrived at the inquisition, 
and had ‘ascended the outer stairs, the 
door-kcepers surveyed me doubtingly, 


but suffered me te pass, supposing 
pel * had returned by permission 
and appointment ofthe inquisitor. I 

tered the great hall, and went up 

irectly towards the tribunal of the 
inquisition, deseribed by Delilon, in 
which is the lofty crucifix. Isatdown 
on a form, und wrote some notes ; 
and then desived 4 one of the attend- 
ants to carry in rey name to the inquis- 
itor. As Yr walked ‘- the hall, I saw 
a poor woman sitting by herself on a 
bench by the wall, apparently ia dis- 
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. 
consolate state of mind, She clasped 
icy hands as I pass scd, and gave me a 
- ik expressive oi “her distress, This 
ght chilled my spirits. The famil- 
ce old me she was waiting there ta 
be catled up before the tribunal of the 
inquisition, While I was asking ques- 
tions concerning her crime, the second 
inquisitor came out in evident trepi- 
dation, and was about to complain of 
the intrugion; when I informed him 
I had come back for the letter from 
the chie f inquisitor. Ife said it should 
be scat after meto Goa; and he con- 
ducted me with a quick step towards 
the dcor. As we passed d ihe poor wo- 
man, 1 pomted to her, and said with 
some emphasis, ‘Behold, father, an- 
other victim of the holy inquisition ! 
He answered nothing. When we ar- 
rived at the head oi “the great stair, he 
bo wed, and I took my last leave of Jo- 
sephus a Doloribus, without uttering a 
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ON WRITTEW ACCOUNTS OF REVI- 
VALS OF RELIGION. 


In many accounts which I 
have read of revivals of religion, 
after a general description of the 
origin, progress, and issue of the- 
work, a few instances cf remark- 
avle conversions are subjoined. 


“These consist usually of aged per- 


sons, or of persons who have been 
unusually irreligicus and disso- 
lute, or of persons awakened and 
converted without the interven- 
tion of the ordinary means of 
grace. ‘he object in producing 
these select and signal cases is to 
evince, that the work tsthe work 
of God, and to illustrate his ador-. 
able sovereignty. And they tur- 
nish, no doubt, unquestionable 
evidence on these subjects. But 
while they are produced, (aud 
properly enough) for these pur- 
poses, the question has occurred 
tome, Whether suffcent care has 
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been taken to guard against mis- 
conception, and the perversion of 
these examples? Indeed, I have 
thought, that such accounts have 
frequently occupied an undue 
proportion of the narrative ; for 
though the power of God, and 
his sovereignty, are gloriously 
manifested in stich special cases, 
there are other truths, of no !ess 
consequence, wWlustrated durmg 
the progress of aimost every re- 
vival. The greatest number of 
converts, in every day of God’s 
power, are probably the immedi- 
ateor remote descendants of a 
pious ancestry, religiously educa- 
ted, and personaily attentive to 
the means of grace. And thisis 
the subject, which I think should 
Stand in the fore ground, and oc- 
cupy the largest space; lest see- 
ing §o Many instances of the con- 
version of aged persons, and of 
irreligious and profligate persons, 
with the scanty accounts of the 
conversion of sober youths, who 
had been religiously educated, the 
reader should form too low an ap- 
prehension of the danger of im- 
piety, vice and procrastination, 
depreciate the importance of 
using means, and be inspired with 
presumption to continue in sin, 
from the expectation that grace 
may be as likely to abound to 
personsin such courses,asto any 
others, God 1s certainly a sove- 
reion, but the exercise of his 
sovereignty 1s mever at. war. with 
the gta eg and institutions 


{his word. Itis never so exer- 
feed: as to diminish the danger 
of sin,or the importance of Di- 
vine ordmances; and if any such 
impression iS made by a narrative 
of a evival of religion, ' it musta- 
rise from a defective mane of the 
work, lence there is great need 
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of fidelity and judgment to give 
to the parts of the account their 
due proportion, according to the 
state of facts. The writer of 
such an account should note espe- 
cially the ordinary course of 
Providence, and not confine him- 
self principally to deviations from 
that course. The defect, concern- 
ing which I am speaking, con- 
sists not in stating facts which 
ought to be omitted, but in omit- 
ting facts which ought to be sta- 
ted. Every revival illustrates, if 
I mistake not, the covenant faith- 
fulness of God to his people, in 
the conversion of their children. 
It chews also, the importance of 
the means of grace, and the dan- 
ger of irreligion and immoral 
habits, and of deferring religion 
toold age. If children of worldly 
and irreligious families are some- 
times compelled to come in, how 
much more manifestly is the 
blessing of the Lord in,the“house 
of the righteous, than in that of 
the wicked. If one infidet, or 
one drunkard, or one aged sinner 
is plucked’ as a brand from the 
burning, how important is it that 
such a fact should be so stated as 
not to admit the inference, that 
infidels, and drunkards, and aged 
sinners, are as likely to be saved 
as those whose doctrinal views 
are correct, their conduct regular, 
and who.whave been solicitous 
about their souls from early 
childhood. It should be stated, 
on the other hand, that no reli- 
gious advantages, however great, 
no external propriety of conduct, 
no correctness of speculative faith, 
no anxiety,.about the soul, can en- 
sure Salvation, or render a person 
worthy of the Divine favor. 

As to those cases, in which per- 
sens are awakened without the 
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visible operation of means, the in- 
ference. is too hastily and too 
strongly drawn, that they are not 
awakened by the ordinary means 
of grace. The Bible, and the 
Sabbath, and the Gospel Minis- 
try have had an effect upon them 
ina thousand ways. ‘They have 
heard something in the family, 
something in the ‘school, and oc- 
casionally something on the Sab- 
bath, beside the knowledge which’ 
is gained by being daily conver- 
sant with. friends and neighbors, 


on 


who aerating every moment) 


more or less under the influence 
of Christian instiutions. The 
Scriptures no where teach us to 
expect the whole efficacy of the 
Ministry immediately. Often 
one minister sows the seed, and 
another reaps the harvest. There 
is akind of religious atmosphere 
created, an omnipresent influence 
of truth upon every body, where 
jhe Sabbath is observed, and the 
Gospel preached : so that, in what- 
ever state people are awakened, 
it is effected usually, if not al- 
ways, by the instrumentality of 
truth already in the mind, in con- 
Sequence of Divine institutions ; 
but which has been suffered to 
remain for a while ineffectual. 


GENERAL AND PARTICULAR RE- 
DEMPTION, 


Tuose who advocate the doc- 
trine of general redemption, sup- 
pose that the atonement of Christ 
is sufficient for all men ; so that 
the reason, many who hear the 
gospel will fail of salvation, is 
that the perverseness of their un- 
holy hearts prevents their accept- 
ance of the offered grace. Al- 
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though the atonement is sufficient, 
God is under no obligation to 
change their hearts by his effi- 
cient grace. ‘There is, therefore, 
room to exhort all men to repent- 
ance, and their refusal is the 
brightest illustration of the na- 
ture of sin. They are neither 
awed by vindictive justice, nor 
melted into sorrow by divine 
goodness. Although the sinner 
wishes.to escape misery, he hath 
no desire of such grace as the gos- 
pel offers. : 

Those who advocate the doc: 
trine of particular redemption, 
suppose that the atonement was 
made for a definite number, only 
apart of the human race; so 
that the salvation of others is im- 
possible for two reasons; one 
that no atonement has been made 
from which they can derive ben- 
efit; the other that God does 
not grant his efficacicus grace to 
renew thejr “hearts and bring 
them to repentance. 

The following extract is taken. 
from the resolutions of the Sy- 
nod of Dort, from which every 
one may judge for himself what 
was the opinion of that venera- 
ble assembly of reformed divines. 

Con. Mag. 


“ Tne death of the Son of God 
igthe only and most perfect <ac- 
rifice and satisfaction for sins, of 
infinite value and. price, abund- 
antly sufficient to expiate the sins 
of the whole world.—The prum- 
ise of the gospel is, that whosoev- 
er believeth in Christ crucified 
shall not perish but have ever- 
lasting life ; which promise, to- 
gether with the command to re- 
pent and believe, ought promis- 
cuously and indiscriminately to 
be published and proposed to al 















































































oes 


CN, NP OEE CEES 
sop, hme soning << 


186 D 


people and individuals, to whom 
God inhis good pleasure sends 
the gospel.— Whereas many who 
are called by the gospel do not 
repent nor believe in Christ, but 
perish in unbelief ; this proceeds 
not from any defect or insufh- 
ciency in the sacrifice of Christ of- 
fered on the cross, but from their 
own fault.—As many as truly 
believe, and are saved by the 
death of Christ from their sins, 
and from destruction, have to as- 
cribe itto the mere favour of 
God, which he owes to no one, 
given them in Christ from eterni- 
ty.—For it was the most free 
counsel,and gracious wil] and im- 
tentton of God the Father, that 
the quickening and saving effica- 
cy’ of the most precious death of 
his Sop should exert itself in all 
the elect, to give unto them only 
justi ify ing fai th, and by it to con- 
duct them infallibly to salvation ; 
that is, it was the will of God 

that Christ, by the, blpod of the 
ergss, whereby he ‘confirmed the 
new covenant, should efficacious- 
ly redeem out of every people, 
tiibe, nation, and language, all 
those, and those only, who were 
from eternity elected to salvation, 
gad given to him bythe Father.” 
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ise of the incarnation of Christ, 
the seed of Abraham, in whom all 
the families of the human race 
were to be blessed. To Moses 
he appeared in a flame of fire, in 
a Bush, which was not consum- 
ed! to teach him that the fire of 
affliction, with which his church 
was then tried, should not con- 
sume it, because he dwelt in the 
bush. ‘To Joshua he. appeared 
as an armed man, with a sword 
drawn in his hand, to give prom- 
ise of his presence as the Lord of 
hosts, the Lord mighty in battle, 
who would go before the armies 
of Israel to subdue the Canaan- 
ites, and give them possession of 
the promised land: but here, on 
Mount Sinai, he appears encom- 
passed with all the dread and ter- 
ror which the apostle so impres- 
sively describes. Why ? To rep- 
resent the holiness and strictness 
of the law, and inevitable dread- 
ful destruction of sinners against 
the law; unless they betake them- ’ 
selves to the Mediator and his Os : 
pel for relief. "This appearance 
was not in aplain, but on the top 
of a high ‘mountain ; to, repre- 
cent the elevated throne of the 
divine Majesty, who keeps him- 
self aloof from sinners. It was 
in the wilderness of Sinai, an ab- 
solute solitude, remote from the 
habitation or convetse of men, 
When God arraigns the con- 
science of the sinner before the 
bar of the holy law which he has 
broken, he will Tet him see noth- 
ing but his own guilty self.and 
the justly offended Lawgiver.— 
All relief or refuge will fail him ; 
his coiscience will be kept to that 
which he can neither abide nor 
avoid, unless he make the great 
plea of the blood of atonement. 
The law was published in a bar- 









1812.) 


ren and fruitless desert ; Sinai 
was named, from the brambles 
and bushes, which were al} it bore. 
These made an appearance of 
fruitfulness at a distance; but 
when you approached, there vias 
nothing but what was fit for the 
fire. ‘The law, in a state of sin, 
will bring forth in us no fruits to 
God. Those who are yet under 
the curse, pretend to some duties 
of obedience, which they call 
good works ; but when tried, they 
are all such as God describes : 
«Who would set the briars and 
thorns against me in battle; I 
would go through them; I would 
burn them together.” No place 
in the inhabitable world hath 
been ever since more desolate 
and forsaken ; and such it con- 
tinues to the present day; by 
which it appears, that though 
there was a necessity for the re- 
newed publication of the law, it 
was designed to be a continued 
dispensation, but should be aban- 
doned, to make way for anew 
and better. Hence also we learn, 
that those who continue under 
the law shall have no token of 
God’s presence: he dwells no 
more in Sinai. Here too we 
learn, that the holiness of places 
is confined to their use ; which, 
when it ceaseth, leaveth them 
common. What place more ho- 


ly and sacred than Sinai once? 


What more desolate and forsak- 
en mow; notwithstanding the 
wretched. monastery which super- 
stition hath there exected !” 
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An address to professors of religion 


upon the importance of supporting 
the christian character. 


Breruren, : 
{, Curisrians are no benefit 
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to the cause of Christ, unless they 
fill their, places, as they ought $ ; 
they are no advantage to the in- 
terest of religion, unless they live 
as Christ has directed them to 
live, It is worse with them, in 
this respect, than it is with men 
in other stations in life. Ifaman 
in public office does not fill his 
place, as he ought, he may yet 
retain some degree of usefulness. 
For instance, a magistrate may 
fail of filling his office as he ought, 
and yet not be entirely useless. 
A minister of the gospel may 
shamefully come short of his du- 
ty in his ministerial function, and 
yet, it cannot be justly said of 
him, that he is good for nothing. 
But if you entirely fail of filling 
your places as as x ought, it 
may be said of you, that you are 
good fer nothing, as to the pur- 
pose for which you as christians 
are designed. Our Lord,speaking 
to his disciples upon this subject, 
said, Ye are the salt of the earth ; but 
if the salt have lost its savour, where 
with shall it be salted ? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing but to be cast out and 
to be troddenunder foot of men. Chris- 
tians are compared to salt, as it 
respects its preservative qualities. 
They are the salt of the earth, in 
maintaining the d octrines of god- 
liness, and supporting exampies 
of piety. If they wholly fail of 
being and doing a is require 
ed of them, they become good 
for —e. in their. profession. 

. Itis'the command of Christ 
that ail christians give the world 
unquestionable evidence of their 
obedience to him. No man can 
fulfil the duties of the christian 
calling and profession, by taking’ 
a concealed siation. ‘To hide re- 


ligionis the same thing as to be 
disobedient- 
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stars are lights, which are design- 
ed for a conspicuous place.— 
Christians, if real, are light in the 
Lord. Ye are the light of the world. 
A tity that is set on a hill cannat be 
‘hid. Professors of religion an- 
swer not the purposes of chris- 
tianity, any further than the 
works, the worth and the charac- 
ter of the christian, are seen’ in 
their lives. Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your 


good works, and glorify your father. 


which is in heaven. 

3. Christians are not Christians 
merely for themselves. To be 
true christians is the only way to 
save ovr.souls. But let it be re- 
membered, that christians are 
called and sanctified of God, for 
other and higher purposes, than 
merely their own salvation. 
Whoever is a true christian is 
called, chosen, and sanctified of 
God : as far, therefore, as the as 
gency of God is concerned, in 
providing’ him a Saviour, and 
working obedience im his heart, it 
is not done merely for: him ; it is 
done to bring glory t# God ; itis 
done to place him aff€®his good 
works in open sight of men, that 
they may confess that the chris- 
tian is the workmanship of God. 
Neither do men light a candle and put 
it under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stich, and it giveth light unto all 
that arein the house. Asthe can- 
die is lighted forthe benefit of 
all who come within its light 


go light is made to shine ineChrig™ 


tians for the benefit of,their fel- 
low men. Is it not true, that 
(sod, in allthe commftunication 
of his favours, has a further ob- 
ject in view, than merely’ their 
good on whom his favours are 
bestcwed 2? Was Abraham cailed 
of Gedto leave his native land, 
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merely for his private interest ? 
No; it was for the benefit of 
millions in ages to come: God 
said to Abraham, And thou shalt 
be a blessing ; and in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.— 
Was Paul called to be an apostle 
to fill an honourable office in the 
church of God, and was he ecall- 
ed to this honour merely for his 
own benefit? No ; it was for the 
benefit of future ages. Howbeit, 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew 
forth all long suffering for a pattern 
to them which should hereafter believe 
on him to life everlasting. Chris- 
tians, then, have something  fur- 
ther to consider, than merely their 
private advantage. The mo- 
ment they begin to act for them- 
selves they cease to act as Chris- 
tians. 


Inferences. 


1. How'contrary to the spirit 
of christianity, is the sentiment of 
those, who say, that a religious 
profession is unnecessary ! Many 
who would accommodate their 
religion to their wishes, say, we 
can have religion as weil in se- 
cret, as by making a public pro- 
fession. But how contrary is 
this opinion to the express com- 
mands of Christ ! It is to extin- 
guish the light, which he has com- 
manded to shine. How caa 
such persons expect that Christ 
will own them, in the day of his 
appearing, when they have been 
ashamed to own him before 
men? 

2. Is there not reason to believe 
that protessed christians, by their 
impiety, do great injury to the 
cause of Christ ? It is probably 
true, that many by their unfaith- 
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fulness to Christ, do more injury 
to the interests of religion, than 
is done by all the combined exer- 
tions of infidels How many 
are there, who are good for noth- 
ing, as to the great purpose for 
which christians are designed ?— 
How many, who are neither use- 
ful, nor ornamental to the chris- 
tian cause ? How many, who are 
stumbling blocks over which un- 
believers fall ? 

Every man’s religion becomes 
questionable, when he is no hon- 
our to Christ. Ask yourself, O 
careless professor, whether, on the 
whole, the cause of Christ does 
not suffer on occount of your un- 
faithfulness ? For this purpose, 
consider your neglect of prayer, 
and your careless life. Dost 
thou fill the place which a true 
christian ought to fill? Art thou, 
in all the relations of life, what a 
follower of Christ must be, 
to adorn the doctrine of God his 
Saviour in all things ? Dost thou 
impress the minds of sinners, that 
the life of Christ is made mani- 
fest in your morta] body ? What 
a heavy charge will come against 
all persons in the great day, who 
have been a real injury to Chris- 
tianity ! 


Fn pa ma 
ANECDOTES. 


A Peasant and an Emperor. 


A Persian emperor, when hunt- 
ing, perceiving a very old man 
planting a walnut tree, and ad- 
vancing towards him, asked his 
age. ‘The peasant replied, “I 
am four years old.” An attend- 


eant rebuked him for uttering such 
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an absurdity in the presence of 
the emperor. “ You censure me 

without a cause,’’ replied the 

peasant: * I did not speak with- 
out reflection ; for the wise do 
not reckon the time lost in folly 

and the cares of the world; I 

therefore consider that tobe my 

real age, which has been past in 
serving the Deity, and in dis. 
charging my duty to society.” — 
The emperor, struck with the sin- 
gularity of the remark, observed, 
«‘ Thou canst not hope to see the 
trees thou art planting come to 
perfection.”? ‘* True,’’ answered 
thé sage: * but since others have 
planted that we might eat, it is 
but right that we might plant for 
the benefit of others.”? ‘“ Excel. 
lent,”’ exclaimed the emperor.— 
Upon which, as wasthe custom 
whenever any one. was honoured 
with the applause of the sovereign 
a purse bearer presented the old. 
man witha thousand pieces of 
gold. Onreceiving it, the shrewd 
peasant made a low obeisance, ad- 
ding, * O king! other men’s 
trees come to perfection in the 
space of forty years; but mine 
have produced fruit as scon as 
they were planted.” Bravo!” 
said the monarch, and a second 
purse of gold was presented ;— 
when the old man continued ; 
“© The trees of others bear fruit 
only once in a year, but mine 
have yielded two crops in a day.” 
“ Delightful!” exclaimed the 
emperor, and a third was given : 
after which, putting spurs to his 
horse, the monarch retreated, say. 
ing, ** Reverend father, I dare 
not stay longer, lest thy wit should 
exhaust my treasury.” 
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A gentleman and his gardener. 


A gentleman wishing to con- 
vey, together with a gentle re- 
proof, a ‘useful lesson to his $B" 
cdener, who had omitted 
day to day to prop a valuable 
fruit-tree, until it was damaged 
by a high wind, observed, ¢ se 
see, gardener, the danger of put- 
ting off fromday to day the do- 
ing of any necessaty work. In 
this way, foolish men defer their 
repentance from one day to anoth- 
er, until in some unexpected mo- 
ment, the wind of death corftes, 
and blows them into eternity. - 


A wicked boy, who had been 
addicted to swearing, was severe- 
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ly ceproved by his ales, who 
told him that God: Dap arid hith.— 
The falher, it seems, was himself 
an immptal aman;3; but what 
he had said to, the boy, struck him 
so deeply, that it was a means of 
his conviction ; but ignorance 
having been his great unhappiness 
when ‘he came to consider of what 
his father had said, he asked one 
of the family, whether God could 
see as well as hear. When an- 
swered “ Yes; God is infinite, 
and can hear and see all things,” 
he replied, “1 do not believe. it ; 
for,” said. he, “my father was 
drunk last night; and sure he 
would not be drunk, if God could 
scehim ; else, Why did he tell me 
I should not swear, because God 
could dearme:? 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 

BY my much respected friend, Mr. 
Lindman, Liake the oj pportunity ofwri ie 
nek ia 5 you, and at tiie same time of in- 
troducing . hi ™m and Mrs. Linde Man, 
2 th of 2 thom, though not Baptists, 

ec, De lieve, uly pious persons :— 
' vhey sre going to Eng riand by way of 
America. 
oth perceive that the accounts whieh fT, 
from time to time, send to my hi ighly 
respe ctted bi ethren, De. Roger S aid 
My. Staughton, of Philadelphia, are 
sentto vou for publi cation. There is 
not, trerefore, any occasion fr me to 
repeat to yor uw hat I have said to them: 
% W vill, therefor: , try to give you a gen- 
coral account of the suecess of the rOs- 
pelamong us, and add such par iculars 
Aa» may occur. . 


DR. CAREY TO THE REV. 
DATED CALCUTTA, JAN. 


‘ 


DR. BALDWINS 


29, 1811. 


The Lord has been very gracious to 
this land of darkness, im giving his 
gospel entrance, and in beginning to 
setup his own kingdom, The Lord 
has graciously planted five churches 
in Bengal, one m- Orissa, and one in 
the Burmanempire. In these churches 
there was last year an increase of 105 
persons, who were baptised and re- 
ceived into communion, besides seve- 
ral restored, who had been suspended 
from communion, or excluded.. The 
wor still goes forward, and fourteen 
or fifteen persons have already been 
baptised within the present year. 

The work of grace has been chiefly 
carried on. among the poor. In the 
church at Calcutta, it has been princi- 
pally among the native Portuguese, 
and the descendants of Europeans, by 
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illicit connection with native women. 
These people form a connecting link 
in the chain ofsociety, hetween Eyre- 
peans and Hindoos or Mussuylmans.— 
They speak the language of the coun- 
try as. their vernacular tongue, and 
many of them know no other: The con- 
yersions,of most or all of them may, in- 
deed, be traced to the preaching, or 
other means of grace afforded them in 
the Bengalee language. Numbers of 
them were nominally Roman Catho- 
lics, but as ignorant and superstitious 
as the Hindoos. They knew nothing 
ofthe word of God, tll it was publish- 
ed,.to them in their own language. 
The churches abovementioned are 
so spread over iengal and Orissa, that 
the word of God is more or less pub- 
lished throughout the greatest part of 
these countries: I say, more or less, 
because it must he evident to you, that 
the means of grace bear no proportion 
to the extent and population of the 
country. Where the stations are fix4 
ed, and churches are formed, the 
means of grace are in greater plenty; 
but in many places there is nothing 
more than an obscure confused account 
of the gospel. Our brethyen usually 
eccupy a circle of near a bundred 


miles diameter, viz. 50 miles th every — 
direction from their habitations,. It” 


must however be obvious, that many 
laces within so large acireuit can be 
ut seldom visited ; and consequently 
that there are only afew feeble glimer- 
ings in the midst of great obscurity. 
Those few, however who have recciv- 
ed the gospel, talk of it to others, and 
a spirit ofinquiry is thereby promoted. 
' We have been enabied to begin 
three new missions within the last 
twelve or thirtecn months. It is true, 
that to Bootan was set on foot before 
that time; but owing to. various cir- 
cumstances nothing effectual has yet 
been done in it: Brother Robinson, 
attended by brother Cornish, (a young 
man called tothe work ofthe minisiry 
by the church at Calcutta) is now 
gone to that country, and from the 
last letters we received, we have res 
son to think they have by this time 
arrived there. What-reception they 
wil meet with we cannot say ; but the 
cause is in the hands of God, who 
cares much more for it than we do. 
Bro.er and sister Chamberlain, at- 
tended by brother Peacock, (also call- 





ed to the ministry by the» church at 
Caicutta) andhis wife, sat oif last 
week, to begin a new mission an a dis-~ 


tant part of Hindoostan, at the city of 


Agra.* Government has given them 


permission to go thither. The jour- 


ney will be about four menths. May 
the God ofall goodness protect them 
on the way, and set before them an 
opetnddor that ro man can shut, and 
make their labours in these parts very 
successful, so that. the word of the 
Lord may sonnd outgrom thein to all 
the surrounding resions. 

li now remains for me to say a lit- 
tle about the translations of the word 
of Ged intothe languages of the East, 
and the progress made in printing 
them. I may observe, that the whole 
bible has been printed some time im 
Bengalee, and a second edition of 
some parts of it. The New ‘Testa- 
ment and Pentateuch are printed in 
the Sangskrit language. In tho Oris- 
sa language, the New, Testament, and 
the Oid Testament from Job’to Mala- 
chi. In the Mahratta and Hindoostanee 
languages the New Testament is print- 
ed. | say printed, because, though 
in each of the three last. mentioned 
languages a few sheets are not yet 
printed off, yet they are going on so 
rapidly, that most of them will be cn- 


tively. finished by the time this Ictter . 


ees 
leaves this country ; indeed, we con- 
sider them as included in the labours 
ofthe last year. In the Chinese lan- 
guage the gospels by Matthew and 
Mark are printed off, and I expect ihe 
New Testan-snt will be published in 
that language, by one means or other, 
sooner than was expected. We have 
begun printing in the language of the 
Shikhs, and in the Burman language ; 
both ot these, however, more properly 
belong to the present year, in which 
we also hope to begin priiting the 
Telinga, and perhaps Kernata. 

The translations in all-the languag- 
es are much further advanced fhan 
the printing is, and will always go on 
faster than the printing can. In due 
time, however, I trust that most of, 
or all the nations of the Bast willhear 
in their ow@ tongues, the wonderful 
works of God. 


* Brother Moore has been setticd 
near Paina, a large city in Hindoostan, 
for this last year and half or moie. 


, 
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Our friends will give you much 
more ample information of all things 
which are doing here, than Ican do in 
the compass of a letter; to them, there- 
fure, I refer you for particulars. Ac- 
cept my hearty wishes for your suc- 
cess in the best of causes, and believe 
me to be 

Very affectionately yours. 
W. Carey. 
Mass. Bap. Miss. Mag. 





Extract of a letter from a gentleman tp 
Philadelphia, dated May Sth, 1812. 


** A Missionary Society has lately 
been formed in our city, whose ob- 
ject will chiefly be towards the East, 
though an attention to the city and 
vicinity of Philadelphia is also a part 
of the plan. Dr. Green is President 
ofthe Board of Managers, and most 
of the Presbyterian clergy, Metho- 
dists, German Calvinists, and Luther- 
ians in the direction.” 


—_—— a 
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ORDINATIONS. 


Ox the 8th of April last, was or- 
dained to the pastoral office in the first 
Church and Society in New-Haven, the 
Rev. NATHANIEL W. Taytor ;— 
Rev. Doctor Dwight preached an ap- 
propriate Sermon from these werds.— 
‘“* Which things the angels desire to look 
into.” Doctor Ely made t= introduc- 
tory: Dector Trumbull the consecra- 
ling, and the Rev. Mr. Elliot the con- 
cluding prayer. Rev. Dr. Dana gave 
the charge, and the Rev. Mr. Merwin 
the right hand of fellowship, and Dr. 
Dwight a charge te the Church and 
Society. The various parts were per- 
jormed in a solemn ard impressive 
manner, and to the entire approbation 
of a large audience. 

Ow the 6th of May las‘, was ordain- 
ed, at Dover, N. H. the Rev. Joseru 
W.Crary. Sermon by Pr. Woods, 
Professor in the Divinity Coilege, An- 
dover. 


INAUGURATION. 
On Wednesday the tstcof April, the 
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Rev. EBENEZER PorteER, late pastor 
of the churchin Washington, (Conn.) 
was inaugurated as Professor of Sacred 
Rhetoric in the Theological Seminary 
at Andover. The Rev. Dr. Holmes 
made the introductory prayer and 
preached the sermon ; the Rev. Mr. 
Dana of Newburyport made the inau- 
guratmg prayer ; the Rev. Dr. Pear- 
son, President of the Board of Trus- 
tees of Philips Academy, read the ap- 
propriate parts of the Statutes of the 
Founders, and the Creed which was 
repeated by the Professor elect’; end 
the Rev. Dr. Spring made the conciu- 
ding prayer. 

The Inaugural Oration was omitted 
on account of the indisposition of Mr. 
Porter. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A discourse delivered at Rutland, 
(East parish) before the Female char- 
itable Society, Jan. 15, 1812. By He- 
man Bail, A. M. Minister of the gos- 
pel, Rutland, Vt. Rutland, William 
Fay. 

The doctrine of decrees essentialio the 
Divine character. A Sermon preached 
at New-Haven, Vt. Lord’s day, Feb. 
23, 112. By Josiah Hopkins, Pastor 
of the Congregational Church of Christ 
in New-Haven. 

I cannot acquit of blasphemy that 
scheme, which iikens the Deity to the 
careless ostrich, which, having depos- 
ited her eggs in the sand, leaves them 
to be hatched or crushed as chance 
happens.—ToPLapy. 

Published at the request of the hear- 
ers. Micdiebury, Vt. T. €. Strong. 
1812. 

A Sermon delivered at Haverhill, 
Feb. 5, 1812, on the occasion of two 
young ladies beimg about to embark, 
as the wives of Rev. Messrs. Judson 
and Newell, Missionaries to India — 
By Jonathan Allen, Pastor of the first 
church, in Bradford, Mass. “ Go ye 
into all the worid and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature. Jesus Christ.” 
Haverhill, Mass. W. B. and H. G. Al- 
len. 


DONATION TO THE VT. MISS. SOCIETY. 


By Miss Hamna!: Lana, Pomfret, 


$3,00 





